vi	FOREWORD
Nepal agreed to what was an unprecedented request. There was
a heavy responsibility, too, to the patriotic lady who provided
the funds, and to the flying men themselves, to see that nothing
was left undone to insure safety and success. The expedition
was no light-hearted escapade, but an enterprise based in every
detail on the most serious thought.
To turn to the results. The first purpose was to put Everest
and the untrodden ground south of it on the map. There could,
of course, be no hope of producing a complete map of so big
an area; for that many flights would have been needed. What
was obtained from the two flights was a series of survey strips,
based upon vertical photographs. Thus die experts were able to
piece together a map strip some twenty miles long and some-
thing under two miles wide, culminating in the summit of
Everest. Some of the identifications have been difficult, and some
questions still remain unanswered, but it marks a notable ad-
vance in our knowledge, for the existing maps of the south side
of the mountain were vague in the extreme. There is also the
cinema film as a further aid to identification. The difficulty of
taking photographs at such an altitude will be made clear in
the succeeding pages, but it is a great thing to have established
that it is possible, and that we have a new and effective instru-
ment for the survey of regions which cannot be traversed by
the foot of man. It was not to be expected that the flights would
reveal any startling new geographical features, but two glaciers,
hitherto unknown, have been discovered, and a small high-
level lake, which may possibly be hot water.
In the second place we have added considerably to our meteo-
rological knowledge. The deductions from some of the data
secured have still to be made, but it is likely that these data will
be valuable in a service which is of practical importance to
India. There is always a high wind over the Himalaya—on the
second flight its velocity was over 120 miles an hour. Dust has
been encountered in the Sudan at 15,000 feet, but in India it can
be carried to 19,000 feet. Much has been learned about the
down-draughts and up-currents caused by the deflection of the
wind on the highest peaks.

